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Portsmouth Health and Wellbeing 

Strategy 2018-2021 

“We want to improve healthy life expectancy in the city;

And reduce inequality by improving areas with the lowest 

[healthy life] expectancy fastest”

So how are we doing?
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Healthy life expectancy
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Joint Health and Wellbeing Strategy 2018 – 21 monitoring framework (See appendix 

A to the HWB report)
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Previous priorities that are not getting 

better

• Healthy life expectancy at birth (males): significantly 

worse than England, declined for last five years (stable 

nationally)

• Obese and Overweight at Reception: significantly worse 

than England, getting worse locally (and getting better 

nationally for yr 6), and worst of our comparator group

• Persistent absence at secondary school: worsening and 

worst of our comparator group. Primary persistent 

absentees also worsening.

See performance report for more detail
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But also lots of progress

Some of the areas of focus since the last strategy:

• SEND inspection in 2019

• Armed Forces Needs Assessment and implementation

• Further development of Blueprint work

Good progress on areas including:

• Healthy life expectancy at birth (female)

• Vaccination coverage (flu)

• Hospital admissions for violence
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Portsmouth is thriving…
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Reducing inequality
2019 Index of Multiple 

Deprivation:

Portsmouth 46th most 

deprived out 150 top tier local 

authorities 
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Attendance - Secondary School Absence
Good attendance at schools is associated with a range of good child outcomes including of course, educational attainment.  There is 

also evidence of a strong relationship between educational inclusion and child mental health.  Children with very low school attendance 
are also at greater risk of harm, exploitation and youth offending.

Portsmouth: 146th – 6.6% Peterborough: 81st – 5.5%

National Comparator (2017/18)

Trend:  total absence  /  fixed term exclusions

Ranked 
scale of 
all Las: 1 
= best

• Overall secondary school absence rate is 6.6%. 

• 6th worst in England, worst of stat neighbours. 
Average for stat neighbours is 5.8%

• 17.9% pupils persistently absent. 9th worst in 
England, worst of stat neighbours

• Primary absence 3rd best among stat 
neighbours but Fixed Exclusions up from 1.8% 
(16/17) to 2.7% (17/18)

• 17 Fixed Term Exclusions per 100 secondary 
pupils in 2017/18 (Eng. Ave. = 10.1%)

Related data
• 35% of pupils in 2019 achieved 5 good GCSEs (prov.) – down from 37%
• Progress 8: 146th nationally, worst of stat neighbours
• Key Stage 2: 147th for % reaching expected standard in reading, writing and mathematics. 151st out of 151 for 

progress in each 
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Children Killed or Seriously Injured on roads – 11th worst in 

England

Air Pollution (fine particulate matter, PM2.5) – worst outside 

London. But below required level, and will be impacted by city’s 

efforts to reduce air pollution from road sources (nitrogen dioxide)

Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2019 

Outdoor Living Environment

• Sub-domain of IMD 2019 focussing on air 

quality and Road Traffic Accidents

• 6/10 neighbourhoods are in the most 

deprived 10% nationally.

• 124/125 are in most deprived 30%
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• Under-75 mortality 

rate from injuries 

(females) (Mortality 

Profiles) - 3rd worst 

in England

• Under-75 mortality 

rate from cancer 

(males) (Mortality 

Profiles) - 12th

worst in England
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Prioritisation – dimensions to consider

• Impact on the individual’s health and wellbeing

• Numbers of people affected

• Total cost / VFM

• Potential to reduce inequalities

• Ability to / likelihood of intervening effectively
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